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A Message from the JPIK National Dynamist, Muhamad Ichwan

The Covid-19 pandemic that hit the world impact human’s activities, including forest monitoring activities. 
Forest monitoring activities are hampered due to the Big Scale Social Limitation (PSBB) in Indonesia. 
Regular meetings that held often, face-to-face, must shift to the virtual method. It includes the National 
Meeting conducted by the Independent Forest Monitoring Network (JPIK) on 21 January 2021. 

Moreover, Indonesia is not only facing the Covid-19 pandemic but also busy with the deliberation of the 
Job Creation Omnibus Law Draft Bill (RUU CK) which have been passed as Law No.11 the Year 2020 on 
Job Creation. In this 16th  edition of “The Monitor”, the Indonesian Center for Environmental Law (ICEL) 
highlights the impact of the Job Creation Law on the Indonesian forest. 

The pandemic also impacts the surveillance activities by the Certification Agency (LS). Therefore, to adapt 
to the current situation, the audit processes conducted virtually, known as the Remote Audit.

On the other side, monitoring activities must be continued to ensure that the Timber Legality Verification 
System (SVLK) is imposed. In 2019, before the pandemic, JURnaL Celebes along with JPIK members in 5 
provinces monitored 26 forestry companies. Monitoring on forest conditions related to the deforestation 
rates also conducted by the Forest Watch Indonesia (FWI) to look at the deforestation potential after the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

The rampant illegal logging in the middle of the Covid-19 pandemic presented in another chapter of 
this newsletter. It showed that the pandemic does not result in decreased illegal logging in Indonesia. 
Monitoring conducted by JPIK in 8 provinces namely Aceh, Riau, Bengkulu, South Sumatera, Banten, East 
Java, North Kalimantan, and West Kalimantan from 2019 - 2020, has confirmed that the illegal logging 
practices are still rampant, even during the pandemic. 

Lastly, this newsletter also highlights the women’s roles in monitoring, written by a woman investigator. 
It tells timber distribution monitoring from the woman’s perspective, and challenges faced during the 
monitoring activities. 

ISSN 2685-5224

The Monitor is a quarterly newsletter published by the 
Independent Forest Monitoring Network (JPIK). This newsletter 
serves as a forum for sharing information about JPIK’s activities 
and partners, as well as other related parties, regarding the 
current state of forest management in Indonesia. JPIK invites 
you to participate as a writing contributor, with a writing 
length of 1,000-2,000 words using Microsoft Word along with 
supporting photos.

Stay tuned for the next issue (issue 17, April-June 2021). 
Submit your writing on a theme related to Forest 
Conditions in Indonesia by May 2021.
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JPIK National 
Meeting 
New Management to 
Strengthen Monitoring 
and Address Future 
Challenges of 
Sustainable Forest 
Management

The Independent Forest 
Monitoring Network 
(JPIK) has conducted a 

National Meeting (Pernas) on 
20 January 2021. For the first 
time, it was done virtually due 
to the pandemic situation. In the 
previous years, the meetings 
always attended directly in 
person by the whole Focal 
Points and its members from 24 
provinces. However, it did not 
discourage JPIK to discuss and 
evaluate the programs and elect 
the new management both at 
the national and Focal Points at 
provincial levels.  

At the meeting, all JPIK members 
discussed the focus and strategic 
issues. Besides focusing on the 
Timber Legality Verification 
System (SVLK) and beyond, 
another strategic issue that 
came up is how to strengthen 
monitoring on the customary 
land with the indigenous 
communities involvement. 

Indigenous communities have 
critical roles to monitor timber 
circulation and distribution 
since they are the ones who 
live closest to the locations and 
impacted by the activities of 
the concession with a forest 
utilization permit. Several 
exposed illegal logging cases 
also came from the indigenous 
communities and happened on 
customary land. Furthermore, 
indigenous communities involved 
as independent investigators also 
have critical roles in monitoring 
the legality of timber processing 
and utilization. 

The independent investigators 
still face many challenges. One 
of them is the lack of qualified 
investigators. Though there are 
more than 700 individuals who 
have been trained by JPIK to 
be investigators spread across 
Indonesia, the figures are quite 
insignificant compared to more 
than 3,000 industry permits and 
25 million hectares of certified 
forest coverage area. 

Another challenge is the security 
and safety of the investigators. 
During the field monitoring, 
threats to safety and security 
often faced by the independent 
investigators though they are 
acknowledged (embedded) 
in the SVLK system as ruled 
by the Environmental Law.  It 
is stated that an individual 
who reports an environmental 
crime can not be convicted. 
Moreover, funding and access to 
information still very minimum, 
whereas it is critically needed 
for monitoring. It is difficult for 
independent investigators to 
conduct monitoring without 
proper funding and access 
to information. To date, the 
Timber Product Administration 
Information System (SIPUHH) 
cannot be accessed by 
independent investigators. 
Whereas the Minister of 
Environment and Forestry 
Law (PermenLHK) 21/2020 
have regulated the rights of 
independent investigators. 

By Deden Pramudiana - the Independent Forest Monitoring 
Network (JPIK)
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The Virtual JPIK National Meeting 

Muhamad Ichwan – The JPIK National Coordinator Period of 
2021-2024

However, funding and access to 
information remain unresolved. 

The pandemic situation 
is another challenge for 
independent investigators. 
The Large Scale Social 
Restrictions (PSBB) impacted 
the field monitoring activities. 
A lot of consolidation activities 
conducted virtually. We need 
innovation and new ideas to 
conduct monitoring without 
going to the field. If access to 
information fully opened for 
independent investigators, virtual 
or remote monitoring could be 
the best solution. 

The New JPIK Management for 
the Period of 2021-2024

Besides discussing focus strategic 
issues, this year at JPIK National 
Meeting, the new National 
Coordinator was elected. With 
the support and votes from 
members and the focal points, 

Muhamad Ichwan was elected 
as the JPIK National Coordinator 
from 2021 to 2024. Moreover, The 
Honorary Board position filled 
by Asmar Exwar (Sulawesi), Edi 
Suprapto (Java), Rangga Irawan 
(Kalimantan), Umi Syamsiatun 
(Sumatera), and Hendri Souisa 
(Maluku/ Papua/ West Papua). 

The newly elected management 
is expected to continue JPIK’s 
commitment and actively 
contribute to sustainable forest 
management, as stated on 
the JPIK mandates declared in 
2010. The monitoring can be 
strengthened through local 
and indigenous communities 
involvement in several areas in 
Indonesia. More communities 
members as the independent 
investigators and SVLK 
monitoring would result in 
improved good and sustainable 
forest governance. 
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The Impact of Job Creation Law on 
Indonesian Forests
By Adrianus Eryan - Indonesian Center for Environmental Law (ICEL)

Throughout 2020, 
Indonesians not only 
must face and “busy” 

with the Covid-19 pandemic 
but also the deliberation of 
the Draft Bill of Omnibus Law 
on Job Creation which later 
deliberated as Law Number 11 
the Year 2020 on Job Creation. 
It is issued despite many 
critiques, demonstrations, and 
criticism from many elements 
of citizens such as the university 
students, academics, the Non-
Government Organizations 
(NGOs), and international 
investors associations. Though 
its deliberation processes were 

flawed, like it or not, it is a reality 
that we must face. 

For those who have a background 
in a law degree, we must admit 
that reading the Job Creation 
Law is difficult. To read and 
analyse it properly, we cannot 
only open the law document, 
but also other laws that have 
been changed must be read, 
compared, and noted. What are 
the changes, word by word and 
their legal consequences? Only 
by doing so, we can properly 
analyse it. We are sure that there 
is not any single legal expert who 
fully understand the substance 
of 76 laws that were changed at 

the same time. Whereas, the law 
is created for all citizens, not to 
be only understood by the legal 
practitioners. 

One of the crucial issues 
highlighted in this article is the 
impact of Job Creation Law on 
the Indonesian forests, or to 
be exact, on the forestry law 
in Indonesia. There are two 
main sectoral laws related to 
the forests that are changed in 
the Job Creation Law, namely 
Law Number 31 the Year 1999 
on Forestry (Forestry Law) and 
Law Number 18 the Year 2013 on 
Prevention and Eradication of 
Forest Destruction (P3H Law). 
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Land clearing (Doc. JPIK-2016)

This article sums up in short, 
simple, and objective means, 
the impact both positive and 
negative that might happen 
with the changes on regulations 
related to forestry. 

Deletion of a minimum limit of 
30% preserved forest areas on 
each watershed and/or an island

Articles 18 paragraph (2) of 
Forestry Law regulated the 
obligation to maintain forest 
areas at least 30% of total 
watershed and/or an island 
area with the proportional 
distribution. This provision is 
deleted in the Job Creation Law. 
The government’s reason is that 
this deletion means that the local 
government can set a higher 
figure than the minimum limit.

The reasoning is a fatal legal logic 
flaw. Without deleting this article, 
the local government could 
decide whether to comply with 
the minimum 30% provision or to 
have a better initiative by setting 
a higher percentage. Manokwari 
Declaration in 2018 is a sign of 
commitment to establish 70% 
of Papua total area as protected 
areas. It is a good example, to 
set commitment higher than 
the minimum limit without 
even changing or violating any 
provisions. 

On the legal side, the deletion 
of the minimum limit, on the 
contrary, would trigger and 
incentivize forest reduction. 
What is the incentive for the local 
government to set a forest area 
higher than 30% if the minimum 
limit was deleted? Just a simple 
logic, what is likely to happen 
when the minimum limit is not 
regulated? The freedom to set 
a higher figure or to set it even 
lower? How is this provision 
aligned with the commitment to 
sustainable forest protection and 
management? Those questions 
supposed to be answered by 
those who support the deletion 
of this provision. 

Weaker check and balances 
on designation and function 
changes of important impact 
and strategic value forest areas

Previously in Article 19 paragraph 
(2) Forestry Law, the changes 
on designation and function 
of forest areas that have an 
important impact and wide 
coverage, with strategic value, 
decided by the government with 
the House of Representatives 
(DPR) approval. Through the Job 
Creation Law, it does not need 
DPR approval for designation 
change because the national 
government can directly regulate 
it through the Government 
Regulation (PP). Therefore, 

the check and balances 
function between the national 
government (executive) and the 
DPR (legislative) is fading. The 
applied provision tends to be 
centralistic and a similar thing 
also found in the other sectors 
changed in the Job Creation Law. 

Looser permits in the protected 
forest for corporations 

Initially, utilization of protected 
forest in a form of business 
permits and harvesting non-
timber forest product permits, 
only granted for individuals and 
cooperative through Article 27 
paragraph (1) and (3) of Forestry 
Law as its legal basis. However, 
the Job Creation Law expanded 
the subject who eligible to utilize 
the protected forest by adding 
the state-owned corporations, 
local governments, or private 
sectors. Compared to the 
individuals and cooperative, 
a business entity has a bigger 
capacity to utilize the forest. 
It is also aligned with bigger 
destruction risks. It seems right 
to say that the Job Creation Law 
is indeed to make the business 
permits and natural resources 
exploitation easier. 

Affirmation of legal basis for 
social forestry 

There is an affirmation on 
utilization of protected forest 
and production forest, for social 
forestry activities through Article 
29A of Forestry Law that have 
been added in the Job Creation 
Law. Though have been regulated 
previously through PermenLHK 
No. 83 the Year 2016 on Social 
Forestry, this affirmation must 
be appreciated because it serves 
as the firmer legal basis for social 
forestry activities. 
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Tighter provision for business 
permits holders experiencing 
forest fires in their area

Article 49 of Forestry Law 
regulated that the rights or 
permits holders were responsible 
for the forest fires in their sites. 
This article is added with one 
paragraph in the Job Creation 
Law, which added an obligation 
for the rights and business 
permits holders to prevent 
forest fires in their area. This 
provision must be appreciated 
because it gives a tighter legal 
obligation. Though, however, law 
enforcement must not only on 
paper but also proven through its 
implementation on the field. 

An exception of criminal and 
administrative sanctions for 
communities who live for 
generations around the forest 
area

Both in Forestry Law (Article 
50A) and P3H Law (Article 12A 
and 17A), there are additional 
provisions on the exception 
of sanctions for violation on 
harvesting, picking, or saving 
forest products and herding 
cattle in the forest area. This 
criminal sanction exception 
only granted for individual or 
community who live inside and/
or around the forest areas at 
least for 5 consecutive years, 
and registered in the forest 
management policy or to 
put it simply, registered and 
acknowledged by the state. If 
a violation was proven, then 
they would only receive an 
administrative sanction. While 
the individual who already got 
a social or customary sanction 
would be exempted from 
administrative sanction. 

On one side, this provision 
is good enough, but then a 
question emerges, for example 
on the clause of “registered in 
forest management policy”. 

What if “violation” conducted 
by the community whose status 
or their customary land yet to 
be acknowledged? Moreover, 
the provision “to live at least 
5 consecutive years” also is 
worrying because it cannot 
accommodate indigenous 
communities with nomadic 
life. These two things are the 
government’s homework. Firstly, 
to ensure and accelerate to 
grant legality and recognition 
of indigenous communities 
rights. Secondly, discretion and 
sensitivity of law enforcement 
toward indigenous communities 
who yet to be acknowledged or 
practice nomadic life. Without 
resolution for these two things, 
this good provision means 
nothing. 

Resolution of longstanding 
business and activities in forest 
area 

At a glance, there are several 
“positive” impact of the Job 
Creation Law in the forestry 
sector. However, those good 
things seem not much compared 
to the last “negative” impact 
conveyed on this part. It is 
on the resolution of business 
and activities that already 
longstanding in forest areas. This 
kind of provision existed through 
Government Regulation No. 104 
the Year 2015 on Administration 
to Change Designation and 
Function of Forest Areas in Article 
51. It regulated the resolution 
for business and activities that 
already longstanding in the forest 
area within 1 year maximum 
since the regulation stipulated. 

The Job Creation Law added 
two articles in P3H Law for this 
resolution, Article 110A applied 
for activities with business 
permits but does not have 
forestry permits, and Article 110B 
applied for activities without 
business permits but already 

obtained forestry permits. In the 
Draft of Government Regulation 
(RPP) that regulates this in detail, 
this provision applied for business 
activities such as plantation, 
mining, and other activities 
such as oil and gas, geothermal, 
farming, housing, natural 
tourism, and industry. 

It means to enable or provide 
the opportunity to resolve 
longstanding activities that can 
be categorized as illegal since it 
does not have forestry permits. 
The sanction imposed also quite 
unusual. The RPP only stated the 
administrative sanctions, through 
payment of the Reforestation 
Fund (DR) and Forest Resource 
Provision (PSDH). DR and PSDH 
are obligations in the forestry 
business, not as sanctions or 
punishment. This kind of policy 
is similar to the tax amnesty 
provision, which in this context 
can be said as “the forest 
amnesty”. Does this forest 
amnesty is the right decision 
to be implemented to improve 
forest governance in Indonesia?

As a conclusion, it needed to be 
said that whether we accept or 
like it or not, the Job Creation 
Law has been passed and are 
in effect. RPP as the derivative 
regulation (by the time this 
article is written) also have been 
developed and will be issued. It 
can be understood that this Job 
Creation Law aims to facilitate 
investment and improve the 
economic condition with the 
hope that will cause a domino 
effect to create jobs. However, 
one thing that we need to reflect 
on is this question. Is it possible 
for investors to come and trigger 
economic growth in a country 
that cannot manage its resources 
sustainably and overwhelm 
to almost failed in facing the 
pandemic?
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Remote Audit by LVLK – An Idea 
to Face the Covid-19 Pandemic 
By Rudy Setyawan- Senior Auditor, Trustindo Prima Karya

Remote Audit Illustration 
(Source: Freepik)

The roles of the Timber 
Legality Verification 
Agency (LVLK) in the 

Timber Legality Verification 
System (SVLK) is critical because 
it relates to the performance 
assessment or field verification. 
However, the Covid-19 pandemic 
hampers the assessment 
activities or field verification. 

The government opted for the 
Large Scale Social Restrictions 
(PSBB) policy to suppress the 
Covid-19 spread. All work and 
tasks are done from home (work 
from home). The restrictions 
cause field activities replaced 
with the online and remote 
method, optimizing available 
technology. 

It also applied for the 
Certification Agency (LS), with 
the certification activities in the 
SVLK scheme is no exception. 

The certification agency (both 
LP-PHPL and LVLK) must adapt 
the audit method with the online 
or remote mechanism. 

Improving the audit process 
through remote audit

For certain reasons, the remote 
audit is not only conducted 
during the current Covid-19 
pandemic situation but also 
before the pandemic using the 
proper justification. However, 
adapting to the current situation, 
the remote audit is the only way 
to assess the performance of 
the companies that have been 
passed the SVLK. 

Moreover, the remote audit 
also refers to the National 
Accreditation Committee (KAN), 
based on a letter Number 004/

KAN/04/2020 on the Anticipation 
of Covid-19 Pandemic Impact 
on Processes of Certification, 
Verification, and Validation. 
It is an effort to ensure the 
sustainability of the client/ 
companies. It also strengthened 
with the circular letter from 
the Directorate General of 
Sustainable Production Forest 
Management – Ministry of 
Environment and Forestry (Dirjen 
PHPL KLHK), number SE.05/
PHPL/PPHH/HPL.3/5/2020 on 
Implementation of Remote 
Audit to Assess Performance of 
Sustainable Production Forest 
Management (PHPL) and Timber 
Legality Verification (VLK).

As a reference to implement the 
remote audit, the International 
Accreditation Forum published 
guidance to conduct the remote 
audit, as follows:

a. IAF MD 4:2018 Issue 2: IAF 
Mandatory Document for 
The Use of Information and 
Communication Technology 
(ICT) for Auditing/ Assessment 
Purposes.

In general, the purposes of 
this mandatory document are 
to:

- Provide the use of 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology (TIK) which 
are flexible and non-
prescriptive to optimize 
the conventional audit/ 
assessment processes;

- Ensure that proper 
control is available to 
prevent misuse that 
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Photo of Timber Industry in Pekalongan (Doc. JPIK 2019)

could harm the integrity 
of the audit/ assessment 
processes;

- Support the safety and 
sustainable principles. 

b. IAF ID 12:2015 Issue 1: 
Principles on Remote 
Assessment

This IAF IDE 12:2015 guides 
to establish the level of trust 
on remote audit through 
direct observation via 
electronic media. A remote 
audit provides chances to 
improve efficiency, increase 
safety, better and less time 
consumption, involvement of 
certification personnel who 
might not be accessed easily, 
prevention of postponement 
and travel restriction. 

c. ISO 19011:2018 

ISO 19011:2018 regulates the 
administration of audit. 

In the IAF MD 4:2018 there are 
preconditions to conduct the 
remote audit, one of them is 
about safety and confidentiality. 
The certification agency (LS) 
must ensure the virtual platform 
that they use is safe and secure. 
The remote audit can only be 
done if the LS and auditee agreed 

on the audit implementation. 
It includes the technology, 
information, and communication 
(TIK) that will be used. 

In the process, LS usually publish 
guidance or the Standard 
Operational Procedure (SOP) on 
the remote audit administration 
and implementation, as well as 
how to identify potential risks 
that may emerge. Then LS and 
the auditee must own the needed 
TIK infrastructure to support 
the remote audit. On the audit 
plan, how far the TIK that will 
be used can achieve the audit 
objectives must be identified 
with still maintaining integrity, 
optimizing effectiveness, and 
audit process efficiency. Skills to 
understand and optimize the TIK 
is also critical for the auditor and 
involved parties. 

Benefit and constraint of the 
remote audit 

The remote audit enables the 
data and fact collection directly 
from the operational areas with 
safety and confidentiality as the 
preconditions. Therefore, the 
information collected from the 
client will be guaranteed by the 
LS. 

Furthermore, the remote audit 
also reduces the travel cost to 
the locations, and the documents 
review process is becoming more 
effective. The remote audit also 
resulted in savings, especially 
for the management unit with 
extensive areas or spread in 
several areas with limited access 
to transportation. 

It seems that the remote audit 
is more effective, but there 
are limitations for the auditors 
to provide the opportunity 
of improvement notes. The 
limitations to take note of the 
mismatch potential is one of the 
challenges due to the inability to 
see, observe, and pay attention 
directly to the field condition. The 
chance of data fraud also may 
happen due to the lack of direct 
interaction. It has a gap that 
may be utilized by the auditee to 
provide the manipulated data. 

Another thing to take into 
account is the internet 
connection because the remote 
audit uses the advanced current 
technology, the internet 
connection may be limited. It is 
also important to ensure that 
the remote audit process will run 
smoothly. 
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The Illegal Timber 
Syndicate, The Irony of 
SVLK
Based on the Upstream-
Downstream Monitoring in Five 
Provinces
By Mustam Arif - JURnaL Celebes, JPIK South Sulawesi 

The Timber Legality 
Verification System (SVLK) 
has implemented for 

more than a decade. However, 
crimes on forestry and timber 
distribution still rampant. 
Illegal timber yet to be handled 
properly, though the ministry 
regulation on SVLK has been 
revised 8 times. The problem 
lies not in the policy, but in its 
implementation that is difficult to 

be enforced. This condition also 
found by the JURnaL Celebes and 
JPIK in five provinces through 
joint monitoring activities. 

This article is a part of the 
integrated upstream to 
downstream monitoring findings. 
It provides an overview of what 
happened in the field in two 
years after Indonesia gained 
and implement the Forest Law 
Enforcement Governance and 

Trade (FLEGT) license from the 
European Union. 

The allegation on the modus 
operandi used in the illegal 
timber crime is timber 
documents falsification, from 
the upstream to downstream. 
In the upstream, the holders of 
sustainable production forest 
management permits and 
certificates alleged to falsify 
the transportation/ distribution 
document. In the downstream, 
the Timber Legality Certificate 
(S-LK) industry, cooperated as 
a syndicate to falsify timber 
trade documents. This case is 
such an irony amid the SVLK 
implementation effort. 

JURnaL Celebes and the 
Independent Forestry Monitoring 
Network (JPIK) North Maluku, 
Central Sulawesi, Southeast 
Sulawesi, South Sulawesi, 
and East Java, monitored 26 
companies in the forestry sector. 
Investigators in North Maluku, 
Central and Southeast Sulawesi, 
focused on the origin of the 
timber and its distribution from 
the upstream. Monitoring in 
South Sulawesi and East Java 
focused on the forest products 
processing industry. 

The investigation conducted 
from October 2018 to December 
2019, supported by the FAO-EU 
FLEGT Programme, using the 
working standard instrument 
developed by the JPIK. It refers 
to the provisions in the Minister 
of Environmental and Forestry 
Regulation (PermenLHK) No. 
30 the Year 2016 on the Timber 
Legality Verification System 
(SVLK) and the Sustainable 
Production Forest Management 
Directorate General Regulation 
(PermenLHK) No. 30 the Year 
2016 on the standard and 
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Rosewood timber on the Tulungagung national roadside logged illegally. 
(Photo: JPIK East Java)

guidance of timber legality 
verification performance 
assessment. 

The document falsification 
syndicate in East Java 

A case in East Java is a reality 
of illegal timber crime on the 
downstream. It started from 
the logging of rosewood on the 
roadside between Tulungagung 
and Trenggalek. This case 
exposed the illegal practice of 
manipulation and falsification of 
timber trading documents. This 
crime committed together with 
systematic modus operandi. 

In early April 2019, investigators 
from JPIK East Java obtained 
information on illegal logging of 
rosewood on the provincial and 
national roadside, in Tulungagung 
to Trenggalek District, East Java 
Province. This special timber has 
high value and price, especially in 
China. 

Rosewood is included in 
Appendix II of the Convention 
on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES). Based 
on the Minister of Forestry 
Regulation (Permenhut) 
No. 447/Menhut-II/2003, its 
distribution must be registered, 
acknowledged, and obtained a 
distribution permit and must be 
completed with the In-country 
Plant Distribution Unit (SATS-
DN). An administrative sanction 
in a total of IDR 250 million 
(around USD 17,350) at most and/ 
or revocation of business permits 
will be imposed for unauthorized 
rosewood distribution and 
transportation without SATS-DN. 

Slowly, JPIK East Java 

investigators from the PPLH 
Mangkubumi exposed the 
collaboration of several 
companies, who manipulate 
the timber trading. One of them 
is CV Manggalih, the primary 
industry that obtained processing 
permits for various types of 
timber, including rosewood. This 
company located at Ketanireng 
Village, Pandaan Subdistrict, 
Pasuruan District. 

Other than CV Manggalih, the 
independent investigators also 
found the trace of CV Karya 
Makmur Sejahtera. The company 
located at Dukuh Sentong 
Street 5-A, Surabaya. CV Karya 
Makmur Sejahtera is a non-
producer trader that obtained 
the Registered Timber Industry 
Product Exporter (ETPIK) 
document valid up to April 2022.

Other than rosewood, CV 
Manggalih also processes 
teakwood and mahogany. 
The ready-to-sell products are 
decorative, flooring, bullnose, 
and post beam, S4S, E4E, E2E. 

The raw material supplied from 
around the East Java area.

The investigators obtained 
information from multiple 
sources that CV Manggalih also 
exports its products to China. If it 
was true, CV Manggalih allegedly 
uses another company to do the 
export. They do not have S-LK 
and export documents such as 
ETPIK. JPIK East Java obtained 
information and it is proven 
that CV Manggalih partners 
with non-producer exporter 
industry that obtained S-LK and 
export permits. The company is 
CV Karya Makmur Sejahtera in 
Surabaya. 

 Based on the information from 
www.silk.dephut.go.id, CV Karya 
Makmur Sejahtera registered as 
non-producer exporter, obtained 
S-LK published by the timber 
legality verification agency 
(LVLK), Tropical Rainforest 
International Certification (TRIC).

On 3 May 2019, JPIK East Java 
coordinated with the East Java 
Forestry Office to ask for data 
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Timber company office in Gresik that allegedly falsify the timber trading 
documents. (Photo: JPIK East Java)

on the Industry Raw Material 
Fulfillment Realization Report 
(RPBBI) document of CV Karya 
Makmur Sejahtera throughout 
2018. Furthermore, the 
investigators also reported an 
indication of violation conducted 
by CV Manggalih that does not 
have S-LK and for collaborating 
with a company with SVLK, 
CV Karya Makmur Sejahtera to 
export products. 

JPIK East Java investigator team 
sent a complaint report to TRIC 
as the LVLK of CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera on 12 May 2019 based 
on this finding. CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera allegedly partnered 
with the supplier, CV Manggalih 
that have not obtained a timber 
legality certificate and does 
not have the Industry Business 
Permit (IUI). CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera allegedly falsified the 
document of Timber Mutation 
Paper so that TRIC can publish a 
V-legal document for exporting 
two containers of rosewood 
timber to China. 

TRIC responded to the 
independent investigators report 
from JPIK East Java. TRIC sent a 
team to conduct a special audit 
on CV Karya Makmur Sejahtera 
on 16-17 May 2019. One week 
later, on 28 May 2019, TRIC 
published a letter stating the 
revocation of the Timber Legality 
Certificate (S-LK) of CV Karya 
Makmur Sejahtera. 

Though the S-LK of CV Karya 
Makmur Sejahtera has been 
revoked, the independent 
investigators obtained 
information on the document 
falsification syndicate. It is 
not only conducted by the CV 
Manggalih and CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera. There is another 
company involved in this crime, 

CV Cipta Karya. This company’s 
office located in the same 
building as the CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera. 

Therefore, on 9 July 2019, JPIK 
East Java Province sent a letter 
to the Certification Agency 
(LS) Sarbi to ask for data and 
information. From Sarbi’s data, 
the investigators did not find 
any report on timber/ timber 
products transfer from CV Cipta 
Karya to CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera. This is different from 
the finding from the special audit 
conducted by TRIC on CV Karya 
Makmur Sejahtera. TRIC found a 
document that CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera used the transport 
document owned by CV Cipta 
Karya, from April to May 2019 
during the V-Legal application.

The investigators suspect 
systemized violation by CV 
Cipta Karya and CV Karya 
Makmur Sejahtera. Both of 
them manipulated the transport 
document so that the timber 
product can be exported to 
China.  

CV Karya Makmur Sejahtera 
has a role as a trader with the 
non-producer exporter permit, 
while CV Cipta Karya is the 
service provider for the transport 
document with illegally sourced 
products. 

On 6 September 2019, Sarbi 
published the results of the 
special audit on CV Cipta Karya. 
Based on the violation found, 
Sarbi stated the freezing of the 
Timber Legality Verification 
(VLK) certificate obtained by CV 
Cipta Karya.

It turned out that two months 
before that on 30 July 2019, LVLK 
Mutu Agung Lestari issued S-LK 
of a new company, PT Cipta 
Adijaya Nugraha. This company 
has the same address as the CV 
Karya Makmur Sejahtera with 
revoked certification.

The independent investigators 
suspect that this new company is 
purposely prepared to anticipate 
when S-LK of CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera revoked. 
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Allegation of document 
falsification in North Maluku 

In North Maluku, the 
independent investigators 
monitored the holder of Natural 
Forest Timber Forest Product 
Utilization Business Permit 
(IUPHHK-HA), PT Bela Berkat 
Anugerah (PT BBA). This 
company is under the umbrella 
of Bela Group Ltd that operates 
in many business sectors. PT 
BBA owns a concession in Bacan 
Island, South Sumatera District.

PT BBA routinely supplies one of 
the timber processing companies 
in Luwu District, South Sulawesi 
Province, namely PT Sumber 
Graha Sejahtera. This company 
previously named PT Panca 
Usaha Palopo Plywood (Panply). 
In the last 2017, Panply acquired 

Agus (Timber trader 
in Tulungagung)

Primary Industry 
CV Manggalih

(Pasuruan)

CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera (Surabaya)

CV Cipta Karya (Surabaya) PT Cipta Adijaya
Nugraha
New Company,
located at CV Karya
Makmur Sejahtera 
(KMS), suspected 
already prepared to 
anticipate if the KMS 
legality being revoked. 

Export

CV Cipta Karya as the provider of 
timber transport document of the 
illegal timber

CV Manggalih does not 
have SVLK certificate and 
export documents

• CV Manggalih received timber from an illegally sourced timber 
trader, then sent those timber to CV Karya Makmur Sejahtera. Its 
timber transportation used the CV Cipta Karya's document.

• Illegally-sourced timber products exported to China using CV 
Karya Makmur Sejahtera export documents.

• TRIC revoked S-LK of CV Karya Makmur Sejahtera on 28 May 
2019, based on a complaint by the independent investigators in 
East Java.

• On 30 July 2019, a new company located at the CV Karya Makmur 
Sejahtera office under the name PT Cipta Adijaya Nugraha was 
established, also as the non-producer exporter.

• Sarbi Certification froze S-LK of CV Cipta Karya on 6 September 
2019, based on a complaint from the independent investigators. It 
is then reactivated.

Up to August 2019, Agus
arrested by Trenggalek
Resort Police for the 
allegation of stealing 
rosewood timber on 
Tulungagung-Trenggalek
national roadside, East Java. 
From January to April 2019, 
Agus sent a total of 380.74 
m3 of rosewood timber to 
CV Manggalih. The 
investigators in East Java 
found this timber 
distribution is illegal due to 
the absence of SATS-DN 
and PUHH documents as 
the verification of its origin 
traceability and legality.

A Plot of Manipulation and Timber Trading Documents Falsification in East Java

by Sampoerna Group and 
changed its name to PT Sumber 
Graha Sejahtera (PT SGS).

Undercover investigators reached 
the log pond in Bori Village, West 
Bacan. From the observation, 
the investigators suspected 
there was merbau timber tucked 
in between the mixed logs. 
In the report available on the 
Forest Product Administration 
Information System (SIPUHH), 
PT BBA only reported meranti 
and mixed logs. 

The investigators and JURnaL 
Celebes program team doubted 
the SIPUHH documents found. 
If there were merbau timber 
smuggled between the mixed 
logs, there is a possibility that 
the SIPUHH document obtained 
by the investigators is a fake 

one, made through editing 
the printout of the SIPUHH 
document. 

This kind of modus operandi 
confirmed by one of the staffs 
from the Production Forest 
Management Office (BPHP) 
Area XIII Makassar. He/ she said 
the SIPUHH document could 
be edited from the printout by 
changing the figures. 

To follow up on this allegation, 
JPIK South Sulawesi investigators 
confirmed it to PT SGS. Ida 
Bagus from the Logistic Division 
and SVLK of PT SGS showed 
the document of Raw Material 
Fulfilment Plan (RPBBI) to the 
investigators. 
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Logs in Bori log pond, West Bacan, owned by one of the companies that suspected to smuggle meranti logs 
into mixed logs. (Photo: JPIK North Maluku doc)

The investigators then asked 
permission to observe the 
port owned by PT SGS which 
integrated with the factory and 
office at Andi Maradang street, 
Barowa Village, Bua Subdistrict, 
Luwu District, South Sulawesi. 
The company did not grant the 
request stating that the port is a 
private area, so the investigators 
could not access it.

If PT BBA were smuggling 
merbau timber in the package 
delivered to PT SGS, then this 
practice was a form of document 
manipulation. It violates the 
Minister of Environment and 
Forestry Regulation (PermenLHK) 
No. P.43 the Year 2015 on timber 
transporting document, Provision 
of Forest Resources (PSDH). 
It potentially caused state loss 
because the retribution for mixed 
logs is lower compared to merbau 
timber. 

Recommendations

JURnaL Celebes and the 
independent investigators’ 

team in five provinces obtained 
findings and recommend 
several critical things. It is 
a form of contribution to 
improving the SVLK system. The 
recommendations are as follows:

1. The government and 
stakeholders must be serious 
in promoting synergic 
roles in monitoring SVLK 
implementation from 
upstream to downstream. 
The government need to 
impose firm sanction to all 
illegal timber crimes actors, 
including the state apparatus 
involved. 

2. The government and 
stakeholders to create a 
system or mechanism that 
can directly impact the 
prevention of corruption 
practice in the permits sector, 
involving the Corruption 
Eradication Commission 
(KPK) and the civil society 
organizations. 

3. To improve the SVLK, the 
government and the National 

Accreditation Committee 
(KAN) need to improve the 
assessment instrument 
from the timber legality 
verification agencies. By 
doing so, the agencies would 
issue the Timber Legality 
Certificate (S-LK) only 
for complied and eligible 
companies.

4. The government needs to 
improve the SVLK status 
to be integrated with the 
permits. By doing so, when 
the S-LK of one company was 
freeze or revoked, it would 
impact the whole production 
processes. 

5. The government needs to 
review several forest product 
management business 
permits, especially the 
industry on the upstream, 
so that the licensing also 
considers the potential of raw 
material, specifically sourced 
from the natural forest.
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Monitoring in West Kalimantan 2019-2020. (Doc. JPIK 2020)

The government of Indonesia 
is committed to eradicating 
illegal logging and illegal 

timber trading to realize 
better forestry governance. It 
is shown through the Minister 
of Environment and Forestry 
Regulation No. 30 the Year 
2016 which have been revised 
to P.21/MENLHK/SETJEN/
KUM.1/10/2020 on the Timber 
Legality Verification System 
(SVLK) for the forestry industries, 
from upstream to downstream. 
SVLK is the only regulation 
that involves civil society in 
its implementation. The civil 
society representatives are the 
independent investigators, 

who maintain the credibility 
and accountability of SVLK. 
The tasks and responsibility of 
the independent investigators 
regulated explicitly through 
Directorate General Regulation 
(Perdirjen) Number P.14/2016 
jo Perdirjen Number 15 the Year 
2016. This regulation has been 
changed to PHPL Directorate 
General Decree No. 62/PHPL/
SET.5/KUM.1/12/2020. 

The Independent Forest 
Monitoring Network (JPIK) 
has actively contributed to 
monitoring the Indonesian 
forests for more than 10 years. 
It is the commitment to realize 

better forest governance by 
ensuring the SVLK credibility and 
accountability. Though SVLK has 
been regulated in detail through 
its standard and verifier, up until 
now, the gap for violations is still 
being found. Sanctions for the 
illegal logging perpetrators still 
unable to result in a deterrent 
effect. Though some cases ended 
with jail time in prison, the law 
enforcement processes still 
unable to target the main actors 
and the timber barons. 

There are a total of 118 cases of 
illegal logging practices during 
the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 
handled by the Directorate 

Rampant Illegal Logging amid 
the Pandemic
By Muhamad Ichwan – the Independent Forest Monitoring Network (JPIK)
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1 https://nasional.kontan.co.id/news/hingga-2020-nilai-putusan-kasus-perusakan-lingkungan-mencapai-rp-198-triliun
2 https://news.detik.com/foto-news/d-5271206/potret-tumpukan-ribuan-kayu-ilegal-di-riau 

Timber from illegal logging in Sungai Tilan, Tanjung Belit Village, 
Rimbang Baling. (Doc. JPIK, 2019-2020)

General of Law Enforcement 
Ministry of Environment and 
Forestry (Ditjen Gakkum KLHK) 
that has been on P-211 (inkracht) 
status. The figure is not including 
the illegal logging cases handled 
by the Criminal Investigation 
Agency of the Indonesian Police. 
It showed that the Covid-19 
pandemic is not affecting 
the rate of illegal logging in 
Indonesia. Moreover, based on 
JPIK observation, from 2019 to 
2020, in Aceh, Riau, Bengkulu, 
South Sumatera, Banten, East 
Java, North Kalimantan, and 
West Kalimantan Provinces, it 
is confirmed that illegal logging 
is still rampant, despite the 
Covid-19 pandemic situation. 

Based on upstream and 
downstream monitoring in 2019 
to 2020 to ensure the compliance 
of timber utilization in the 
SVLK scheme, there are several 
findings as follows: 

1. Illegal logging in Riau Forest 
Reserve 

Through monitoring from 
October 2019 to July 2020 
in Riau Province, it is found 
that massive illegal logging 
practices happened in Bukit 
Rimbang Bukit Baling Wildlife 
Reserve (SMRBB). Our 
sources explained that the 
local communities were made 
use of as the operators to log 
the timber inside the area. 
It is their modus operandi. 
Moreover, the actors backed 
up by the forestry staffs and 
law enforcement apparatus. 
JPIK have monitored timber 
distribution sourced from 
SMRBB that collected in 
the Gema log pond. Then at 
dawn, the logs transported 
using trucks to be distributed 
to the timber processing 
industry located in Teratak 
Buluh Village, Siak Hulu 

Subdistrict, Kampar District. 
JPIK have reported this case 
to the law enforcement 
apparatus. Based on the 
report submitted to the 
Gakkum KLHK in November 
2020, an arrest operation has 
been conducted with 404 logs 
and 2,559 pieces of processed 
timber confiscated2.

2. Illegal logging in the 
Production Forest Area 
South Sulawesi Province 

In 2020, JPIK South Sumatera 
obtained information and 
findings not much different 
from what happened 
in Riau Province. Illegal 
logging practice conducted 

in the Lalang Mangsang 
Mendis Production Forest 
Management Unit (KPHP) by 
a group of communities from 
Muara Medak Village. The 
timber barons made use of 
the community members in 
their operations. Based on the 
information from the field, 
the logs supplied to a timber 
company in Mentawai District 
and Palembang City of South 
Sumatera Province; Muaro 
Jambi District, and other 
cities. Illegal logging in South 
Sumatera Province is massive 
and the main actors have a 
cross-province network. In 
early July 2020, JPIK South 
Sumatera received a report 
from the community that 
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Logged by CV Marantika. (Doc. JPIK, 2019-2020)

the illegally logged timbers 
were transported. The timber 
transported using river and 
ditch across subvillage 7 and 
subvillage 10, with the length 
of the rafts, reached around 
200 meters. Based on the 
information from the driver, 
the logs sourced from the 
Berbak Jambi National Park. 
JPIK has reported it to the 
Ditjen Gakkum KLHK as a 
follow up on this finding. 

3. Illegal Logging in the 
National Park of West 
Kalimantan Province 

JPIK monitored illegal logging 
in Bukit Baka Bukit Raya 
National Park (TNBBR), and 
production forest in Melawi 
District. From the monitoring, 
JPIK found the processed 
timber in TNBBR, which 
based on the regulation is not 
allowed to be utilized. During 
the period, JPIK also found 
illegal logging practice in the 
production forest in Melawi 
District. The illegal loggers 
took meranti, belian/ ulin or 
Borneo ironwood, medang, 
jelutong, mawang, keladan 
timbers. The modus operandi 
of the barons is through 
exploiting local communities 
to do the logging. The logs 
then collected in Landuk 
Subvillage, Kahiya Village, 
Ella Hilir Subdistrict, Melawi 
District, West Kalimantan. 
The rumour is that the 
barons work with the local 
communities in the village. 

4. The concession holder 
conflicted with the 
indigenous communities 

JPIK North Kalimantan have 
monitored the natural forest 
and timber industry centre in 
Nunukan District. JPIK North 
Kalimantan found, firstly, 
conflict on land between 
the concession holder with 
the indigenous community; 

and secondly, the HPH 
concession holder neglected 
the forest protection effort. 
It is proven through the 
forest encroaching inside the 
concession area. Thirdly, in 
the production aspect, the 
investigators found logs in 
the natural forest concession, 
being transported in a truck 
with a barcode and V-Legal 
sign. 

5. Illegal Logging with Timber 
Utilization Permit as an Alibi

The national secretariat of 
JPIK collaborated with WALHI 
Bengkulu Province to monitor 
the Timber Utilization Permit 
(IPK) area located in palm oil 
plantation in Kaur District. 
Indications of violations were 
found. Firstly, the IPK holder 
harvesting the timber outside 
the permitted area resulted 
in ecosystem and biodiversity 
destruction. Secondly, an 
indication of illegal logging in 
palm oil plantation permits. 
Thirdly, it is suspected that 
the timber utilization did not 
comply with their obligation 
to pay the PSDH-DR and 
PNT in 2019. Based on the 

monitoring, it is strongly 
alleged that the IPK timbers 
distributed to the timber 
companies in Jakarta and 
Surabaya. 

6. The timber company 
neglect the environment 
management 

JPIK North Kalimantan 
also monitored the timber 
business centre in Tarakan 
City in 2020. Based on the 
monitoring, there are several 
violations. Firstly, violation of 
environment management, 
with the sawn timber waste 
dumped into the sea. It 
does not comply with the 
Environmental Management 
Law Year 2009. Secondly, 
the timber processing 
company allegedly did not 
have Hazardous Waste 
Landfill Permit. Based 
on the interview with the 
communities around the 
industry, the used oil from the 
timber processing machine 
were dumped into the sea.  

7. Certified company 
laundering illegal timber
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JPIK East Java monitored 
a non-producer exporter 
company and several timber 
companies as the suppliers 
in 2020. The S-LK certified 
exporter company found to 
use timber products sourced 
from unlicensed companies 
so that its legality is doubted. 
The modus operandi is not 
putting the type of timber 
in the document, which 
only stated the legality of 
the forest products by the 
permit holder. It enables 
fraudulent practices of the 
utilization of timber included 
in Appendix II CITES, without 
the special distribution 
permit and document. JPIK 
East Java still found that the 
waste from the production 
processes and the company 
is not well managed. This 
aspect is related to the 
ecological sustainability and 
the life of communities and 
workers who live around the 
industry. Aligned with that, 
the implementation of the 
Work Safety, Healthy, and 
Security (K3) standard has not 
been fully implemented, as 
regulated in the assessment 

standard/ verification (SVLK). 

To handle violations cases of 
SVLK implementation and illegal 
timber crimes, the law must 
be enforced from upstream to 
downstream using a multi-door 
approach. The actors and parties 
involved in the illegal timber 
utilization, including the law 
enforcement apparatus behind 
the practice, the main actors 
behind the logging, the company 
that receive and exporters must 
get firm sanctions with deterrent 
effect. JPIK have followed up the 
findings related to the forestry 
crimes allegation to the law 
enforcement apparatus and have 
reported the violations findings 
to the timber certification 
agency. 

The existence of distribution 
and trading of illegal timber is 
a weak spot of SVLK regulation 
that utilized by certain parties 
to take optimum benefit 
through fraudulent activities. 
Therefore, JPIK has proposed 
recommendations to improve 
the assessment system in SVLK 
audit to the government through 
the Ministry of Environment and 
Law (KLHK). It aims to close the 

gap for violations and therefore, 
SVLK will be effective to stop the 
illegal timber distribution in the 
timber trading supply chain. 

SVLK is a system developed to 
reduce illegal logging, but this 
system still has weak spots that 
exploited by certain parties. 
Those gaps were similar to the 
SIPUHH, the current information 
system, which is unable to 
differentiate illegal and legal 
timber. Moreover, SIPUHH also 
has not been fully accessible for 
independent investigators. 

JPIK urges the government 
to provide an incentive to the 
timber business actors that 
consistently implement SVLK, 
especially the micro, small, and 
middle scale industry (UMKM). 
By doing so, it would be an added 
value to market their products. 
Furthermore, the national 
government needs to improve 
the synchronization of the local 
government authorities and 
promoting multi-stakeholder 
collaboration on SVLK 
implementation to accelerate 
better forest governance. 

The timber certification agencies 
need to urgently conduct a 
special audit on companies that 
receive timber from doubtful 
sources, without having to 
negotiate with their clients. 
Revoke all S-LK of timber saw 
companies that proven to 
violate, monitor companies 
intensively other than annual 
surveillance, measure and 
encourage the performance 
of the certificate holders for 
sustainable improvement. LVLK 
as the agency that verifies the 
SVLK must report to the law 
enforcement apparatus through 
the Directorate General of 
Sustainable Production Forest 
Management (Dirjen PHPL) if 
they found indications of forestry 
crimes conducted by their client. 
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Risk of Deforestation After the 
Covid-19 Pandemic
A Virtual Monitoring on Indonesian Forest
Oleh Ogy Dwi Aulia & Aryo Adhi Chondro – Forest Watch Indonesia (FWI)

The Year 2020 is a difficult 
year for any Indonesians. 
Just like other countries, 

Indonesia is facing the Covid-19 
pandemic. This pandemic first 
identified in Wuhan, China at 
the end of 2019. It is spread 
extremely fast through droplets 
when someone cough or sneeze. 
On 2 March 2020, Indonesia 
through President Joko Widodo 
announced its first positive case 
in Indonesia, and to date, the 
number of infected people is 
increasing. 

Many policies and regulations 
issued to reduce the spread of 
the virus, including Government 
Regulation No. 21 the Year 
2020 on the Large Scale Social 
Restrictions (PSBB). It limits 
several activities such as school 
and work, religious activities 

and other activities in public 
facilities and spaces. PSBB 
often extended, from 3 months 
in 2020 and to date, several 
district/ city still apply the PSBB 
policy considering the increasing 
number of infected people. 

Forest Watch Indonesia (FWI) 
is an organization that actively 
conduct forest monitoring in 
the field. In 2020, FWI could 
not monitor directly. Planned 
activities must be revised, all 
field visits were cancelled, and 
activities are more focused on 
the online method. It also applies 
to research activities to reduce 
the risk. As an alternative to 
monitoring, FWI tried to optimize 
advanced technology on remote 
sensing to remotely monitor the 
forests without having to visit the 
location in person.

One of the technologies that FWI 
used is Early Warning System 
Devegetation, published by 
the Environmental Analyses 
and Geospatial Modelling 
Laboratorium, Faculty of 
Forestry, IPB University. This data 
can be used to see the changing 
of vegetation to non-vegetation 
in 8-days temporal resolution. 
Before this data can be used, 
we elaborated the data with the 
forest cover layering as a baseline 
to confirm the devegetation 
that happened in the natural 
forest. Furthermore, this data 
used to see the dynamics of 
deforestation in Indonesia during 
the initial PSBB period. 

In April 2020, WWF Germany 
published data that indicate 
increased deforestation in 
Indonesia in March 2020, 
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Deforestation in March 2020 in several countries in Asia  (Source: WWF 
German, Data from Maryland University)

Overlay EWS IPB and FWI Forest Cover from January 2019 to July 2020

compared to previous years 
(Figure 1). After confirmed 
with the Devegetation Data 
overlayed with FWI forest cover, 
this increased deforestation is 
undetected. Deforestation that 
happened during the pandemic 
in Indonesia tends to decrease 
compared to 2019 (Figure 2). The 
total of devegetation in Indonesia 
from January to July 2020 is 114 
thousand hectares with a peak in 
February of 28 thousand hectares 
in total. 

Another aspect highlighted 
due to its massive impact on 
Covid-19 is the economic sector 
in Indonesia. The Minister of 
Finance, Sri Mulyani in November 
2020 stated that in early 2020, 
the government predicted that 
the Indonesian economy could 
grow up to 5.3% year on year or 

higher than the realization of 
economic growth in 2019, 5.02 
%. However, with the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Indonesian 
economy forecasted to be minus 
2.2% to 1.7%. 

The decreased economical 
growth and state deficit caused 
by the Covid-19. It would not 
rule out the possibility that 
forestry and energy are some 

of the sectors that can have 
increased income to fulfil the 
economic needs in Indonesia. It 
is similar to the monetary crises 
that happened in 1997 – 1998 
when the economic growth 
of Indonesia reached -13.8%. 
Several economic sectors had 
negative growth, except for 
agriculture, livestock, fisheries, 
forestry, and energy  (Susilo, 
2002). It means that these 
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Oil Palm Plantation Land Clearing (Doc. JPIK 2017)

sectors were survived the 
monetary crisis. Deforestation 
in forest areas during the initial 
years of reform (1196 – 2000) 
reached 2.83 million hectares 
(KLHK, 2018). It referred to the 
acceleration of the Indonesian 
economy after the crises through 
illegal logging, expansion of 
palm oil and industry plantation, 
issuance of hundreds of HPH 
concessions, and many other 
forestry problems. It triggered 
the government of Indonesia 
through the Forestry Minister to 
publish several new regulations 
such as Law No.41 the Year 
1999; the Decree of the People’s 
Consultative Assembly on 

Land and Natural Resources; 
the enactment of timber 
certification, and many other 
policies. 

FWI also researched the 
prospect of the dynamics 
of Indonesian forests and 
its implication towards the 
national development during 
the pandemic. The results of 
that research showed that the 
deforestation that happened 
in 2020-2024, had a relatively 
high contribution to the national 
PDB, around IDR 95.48 to 203.95 
trillion. However, massive 
deforestation happened during 
the period. On the other side, 

deforestation would reach the 
target of the environment and 
forestry on the national PDB. 
Therefore, overexploitation 
would only use up natural 
resources and erode the 
ecosystem services provided in 
it. Moreover, the deforestation 
simulation showed that between 
2019 t0 2030, Indonesia is 
relatively still difficult to follow 
the national commitment on 
climate change both for CM1 
or CM2 scenarios. Therefore, 
monitoring activities on natural 
forests still need to be conducted 
at the grass-root level.  
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Women’s Roles in 
SVLK Monitoring

By Nurul Astutik - Delik Kuning, JPIK East Java

Women have strategic 
roles in forest 
governance in 

Indonesia. Just like men, with 
all their skills and knowledge, 
women can involve directly 
in preserving the forest 
ecosystem,  even in decision 
making. However, with the 
patriarchal culture still exist 
in Indonesia, women’s roles 
often marginalized, and their 
involvement in preserving 
the forest ecosystem is often 
neglected. It is caused by the 
perception that men dominated 
the contribution to forest 
management. 

Moreover, CIFOR research (2012) 
highlighted that the forestry 
sector in general dominated by 
men. It is difficult for women to 
participate in forest management 
and decision making. In 2015, 
gender equality has been 
agreed upon in the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), and 
hence women’s roles in forest 
management must be improved.

Threat and deforestation would 
also impact women because the 
forest is their source of livelihood. 
Moreover, illegal logging is still 
rampant in Indonesia, hence 
women’s involvement to protect 
the forest is critical. 

Women have so many things 
to do and they are always busy, 
from thoughts to find a partner, 
up to do the house chores. 
Women need extra energy to 
manage her time and most of 
what she does related to other 
people’s life. Despite that, it does 
not make women neglect and 
careless about the social and 
environmental cause. 

It is similar to becoming an 
independent investigator, 
who are actively monitoring 

timber distribution, from the 
forest area to the industry or 
also known as upstream to 
downstream monitoring. Not 
too many women involved as an 
independent investigator, or even 
too few who conduct monitoring. 
It is perhaps due to the ignorance 
that women can also participate 
in monitoring, or perhaps the 
tasks of independent investigator 
considered as too risky that 
triggered fear. 

In reality, to become an 
independent investigator does 
not depend on gender, whether 
men or women. Law No. 41 the 
Year 1999, Article 69 stated that 
the community are obliged to 
preserve and protect forest areas 
from threats and destruction. 
Moreover, Law No. 18 the Year 
2013, Chapter 2 Article 2, also 
stated that the prevention 
and eradication of forest 
destruction based on community 
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participation. Therefore, the roles 
of men and women in preserving 
forest are not different, because, 
in reality, civil society can 
participate in preserving the 
forest. The same principle also 
applied on the upstream to 
downstream timber distribution 
monitoring. Women can also be 
involved in monitoring forest 
management, timber processing, 
distribution, and trading. 
Therefore, bad forest governance 
can be resolved through the 
independent investigator 
mechanism in the Timber 
Legality Verification System 
(SVLK) policy. 

SVLK is one of the government’s 
initiatives to tackle illegal 
logging and ensure that the 
timber products circulated 
and traded both in-country 
and export, are sourced from 
legal origins. Moreover, with 
the SVLK implementation, 
overseas consumers who use the 
Indonesian timber do not need 
to doubt if the timber originated 
from Indonesia is illegal. 

SVLK started to be implemented 
in Indonesia in June 2009, since 
the issuance of Forestry Minister 
Regulation No. P.38/Menhut-
II/2009. To date, SVLK regulation 
has been revised and updated, 
with the Minister on Environment 
and Forestry Regulation 
(PermenLHK) No. P.21/Menlhk/
Setjen/Kum.1/10/2020.

Other than having the principle 
of good forestry governance, 
on its implementation, SVLK 
also involving the roles of 
multi-stakeholders parties, 
including the civil society, as 
the independent investigators. 
The civil society roles do not 
differentiate any gender, which 
means that women also can have 
roles to monitor.

 As a woman, the thing that 
needs attention is what we 
can do on monitoring SVLK 
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Photo of monitoring of an industry in East Java by a 
women investigator (Doc. JPIK East Java)

implementation, and whether 
we can prove that SVLK has 
been implemented as it is. To do 
that, as women investigators, 
we do not just go directly to the 
field, but first, we need sufficient 
provision. 

I started with participating in 
the independent investigators 
training, where I learned about 
SVLK and its provisions. Listening 
to the resource persons about the 
massive illegal logging activities, 
and challenges on monitoring, 
I was called to take part as the 
independent investigator. 

Starting the day to become 
a woman investigator, filled 
me with fear. However, it 
disappears, when during the 
initial monitoring, there were so 
many findings. A lot of frauds 
often conducted by most of the 
timber industry actors, from 
the documents completion 
compliance, raw material 
fulfilment and the employment 
aspect. Moreover, becoming an 
independent investigator in SVLK 
implementation is not a mistake. 

To get into an industry, one of 
the things that women can do 
is through undercover or known 
as a cover story. The undercover 
chosen because the SVLK 
implementation monitoring 
was done through a closed 
method. It is something that a 
woman can do, because we are 
flexible, have strong instinct, 
able to read the situation, and 
able to communicate well 
with anyone. The undercover 
method is also useful to gain 
more information without 
being known by the owner or 
workers. It feels like a detective 
character in a movie. From the 
camouflage, a lot of information 
and findings were gained, 
because a woman investigator 
able to get into the industry 
without being suspected. The 
targeted industries are those 
that allegedly violate, such 
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Photo of monitoring in East Java by women 
investigator (Doc. JPIK East Java)

as falsifying documents, use 
another name, and do not have 
proper permits. 

From the data accessed through 
the silk.menlhk.go.id, there 
are around 1,480 industries 
that obtained the Timber 
Legality Certificate (S-LK), but 
only several industries being 
monitored. Targeted big industry 
are Hutan Lestari Mukti Perkasa, 
Gema Lestari, Surabaya Trading 
& Co, Kayan Jaya Tanjung, Surya 
Alaska, Multi Manau, Karya 
Makmur, Almenta and other 
industries. 

As an example of field monitoring 
in East Java, it started from 
the information, that there are 
industries that received illegal 
logs, the type of timber from 
the CITES appendix or protected 
species. It grew along the 
Tulungagung – Blitar national 
roadside and logged without a 
permit. When we investigated it, 
the illegal logs were sent to one 
of the industries in Pandaan City, 
East Java, that does not have 
S-LK. However, the processed 
timber products being exported 
abroad, through “borrowing” the 
export document from one of the 
industries located in Surabaya. 
It is a violation of timber trading 
because the timber processing 
did not comply and complete 
with a legal permit. 

Moreover, when the findings 
were sent to the Timber Legality 
Verification Agency (LVLK) as 
a complaint and a special audit 
was requested, the results were 
disappointing. On paper, SVLK is 
good, but on its implementation, 
there are many fraudulent 
activities done by the industries. 
There are many gaps used by the 
timber industry actors to gain 
more profit. 

Other than that, challenges 
faced by women investigators 
are the security aspect since it is 
the main thing in the monitoring 
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Photo of monitoring of an industry in East Java by a 
woman investigator (Doc. JPIK East Java)

process. When we were in the 
field, we faced the security of 
the company that we target. 
Being a woman is not easy, not 
only because of the risks to our 
safety during the monitoring 
process but also even after the 
monitoring finished. Therefore, 
women investigators must be 
smart when we get into the 
industry and even after the 
monitoring finished. 

Another challenge is the difficulty 
to access data and information. 
It is a classic problem of the 

monitoring process. The 
government supposed to fully 
open data and information 
related to timber trading because 
it is our asset in conducting 
monitoring. 

Women’s involvement is needed 
in SVLK monitoring because 
we are also part of society, as 
stated in the regulation and 
law. Moreover, women also 
able to take part in preserving 
the Indonesian forest. Great 
expectations for all women, 
especially in Indonesia, and those 

who live in the village, urban and 
cities, indigenous communities, 
we can take part in preserving the 
livelihood of our grandchildren 
and the next generation. When 
the forests were destroyed, 
natural destruction would 
happen. Not only natural 
disasters would hit, but in the 
future, what will we inherit to 
the next generation for their 
livelihood. Let’s do good for the 
environment and others before 
we leave this world. 
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JPIK regularly publishes Newsletter once every 3 months, this newsletter 
as one of the media to share information about JPIK and partners, and 

other related parties about the current condition of forest management 
in Indonesia. JPIK invites you to participate as a contributor, you can send 

your writing to the address and contact below:

Independent Forest Monitoring Network
Babakan Sari VI No.5, Bantarjati, North Bogor,

Bogor City, West Java, 16129
Tel: +62 251 8397371

Email: jpikmail@gmail.com




